Gardeners’ Alliance
10/16/11 2:00 PM

· Gardeners’ Alliance (1:00-2:00)
· Attendance: Kitty Bolte, Andrew Whitman, Tawna Vargo, Thania Avelar, Lauren Herschorn, Andrew Holstedt, Goldie Mitton, Dominique Teixeira, Renee Russell
· Notetaker: Dominique

· I. Welcome/Check-in

· II. Garden Sharing

· Stevenson Garden (Lauren)

· Baby avocado tree

· Will it Survive? Hopefully it will get a lot of sun and compost

· Summer crop harvest

· Planting Winter Crops this week

· Broccoli

· Leafy greens, lettuce

· Strawberries from summer are producing right now

· Cleaning up

· Sandy clay loam soil is really rough, working on producing healthy soil

· Going to planting some on the back part of the gate to give it some nice color

· Working on getting grounds to let them expand

· Workday? Open garden where people can come and help out

· Get a lot of e-mails from freshman asking how to get involved

· Will be posting on fb page

· College 8 garden (Thania and Tawna)

· Fixed the compost! Food had been just sitting there, but this past week they added dry material and soil and turned it

· It was pretty nasty, there was a rat

· Garden expansion, 20 fence posts, double the size

· Funding was going to come from College 8 but provost is currently out of town

· Building a green house, just needs 

· 14 people in the class this quarter

· Tawna training co-coordinator Thania

· Will be applying for Measure 43 funding again this year

· 
Call for funding will be this Winter, form is online

· W 3-4

· Th 4-5

· PICA (Andrew H.)

· Foundational Roots garden

· Cover cropped, Edible! Barley and Rye, going to turn over soon

· Planting some winter vegetables

· Crazy amounts of Kale

· In the process of convincing Sheila (projects manager?) to plant water crest

· Saturday 10-2 WORKDAYS

· PICA oat meal stout

· Kresge Garden (Goldie)

· Over the summer they were expanding with Porter

· Already mapped out the area, fence is up

· A lot to be planted, had a rodent problem

· Were setting up traps in the meadows to deal with the ground squirrels and gophers

· II. Seed Library (Andrew W.)

· New seed library on campus

· Started gathering seed over the summer from local farmers

· Organic, heirloom, locally adapted varieties

· Lending library (kind of a co-op, but not legally)

· Demeter seed saving consortium

· How it works: anybody can borrow seeds (community members, farmers, gardeners)

·  However many varieties

· Stipulation must return thirty times the amount of seed from two plants 

· Save seed from the hardiest crop and that should be enough

· Still seeking donations

· Gardeners interested in doing grow outs this year?

· Brought inventory sheet

· Great (Free, Local) alternative to purchasing seeds/starters

· College 8 has red Russian kale and Stevenson has cilantro

· Library in Oakes 323 in the office and will be moved to 307 next week

· The process for contacted Drew 

· Drew’s e-mail is awhitman@ucsc.edu and his seed library office hr. are (11- 1) on Monday and (1-4) Friday

· For small gardeners varieties that don’t cross pollunate would be best

· Beans, Tomatos, One type of squash or melon

· Can talk to Drew about how to save seed from different crop

· Kale might cross pollinate with wild radish

· Drew recommends beans!~

· Should get in touch with PICA’s Han because he’s mapping out the garden design?

· What is the main expense of the seed saving project

· 
Online Catalog, very professional with tons of information

· 


Scientific name, where to grow it, companion planting, etc.

· 
Need to buy a freezer to store seeds indefinitely

· 
Travel expenses to get seeds and learn from people that have been seed saving for generations

· Mason jars for storing, little things that add up $$$

· DemeterSeedProject.org

· SEED EXCHANGE the 19th, Saturday from 12-4 on the Farm

· Contact Drew Whenever (see above)

· III. Food Day (Andrew W.)

·  October 24th, national day through RFC

· RFC tries to get more REAL food 

· 20% Sustainable purchasing by 2020 (National Goal)

· Developed a food auditing for dining halls

· Is that info. Posted in the dining halls? Probably not enough.

· FOOD DAY IS EVERYWHERE

· UCSC will be tabling at each dining hall

· Seed saving/CASFS

· PICA

· CAN

· A few other orgs

· Tabling from 11:30-1:30 for lunch time rush

· Activity related to food system education

· SEC/SOS can bring it back to steering

· Food intern might be interested?

· And dining halls will be serving a locally sourced dish

· GA members can come table at College8 Dining Hall too!!!

· Guerrilla Film Drive-in on the Farm (7-9)

· Talk to Gabi Kirk about In Search of Good Food?

· Pumpkin carving?!

· IV. Practical Activism/Garden Cart (Andrew H.)

· 3 to 5:30 Pica has a table: Market cart is now a garden cart

· No longer a donations thing, labor in exchange for food

· What is your/ a migrant workers time worth in terms of collard greens etc

· Gardeners’ are welcome 

· There will be another this quarter in the Quarry Plaza

· Won’t have a physical cart, due to limited space

· Give SEC updates for the newsletter

· This will happen twice per quarter (either at an event or in Quarry)

· “anti-market labor for veggie cart”

· Will have unwashed, ingredients at Practical Activism

· V. SOS/GA Updates (Dominique)

· Will be updating web pages in the upcoming week

· The next GA gathering will be 11/20 at 1:00 (Location tbd)

